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First, the reference for shar‘i labels like Muslim, mushrik, kafir, mubtadi’, and fasiq 
returns to the limits set by the Legislator in regard to their realities and meanings. 
And whoever does not make a distinction between the realities of these labels and 
depictions will fall into compounded confusion. Verily, He (subhanahu) has 
censured those who do not know the limits in which He revealed to His messenger, 
so He said, “The Bediouns are worse in disbelief and hypocrisy, and more likely not 
to know the limits of that which Allah has revealed to His messenger. And Allah is 
All-Knower, All-Wise.” 


Second, Allah (‘azza wa jall) has indeed made it clear in His Book and upon the 
tongue of His messenger the reality of Islam and shirk and the consequent rulings 
that they imply in the world and Hereafter. Islam is thus: submission to Allah (‘azza 
wa jall) with tawhid, compliance to Him with obedience, and disassociation from 
shirk and its people. He (ta‘ala) said, “Yes, but whoever submits his face (himself) 
and he is a muhsin (i.e. one who does good according the law of Allah).” And the 
Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, “Islam is that you worship Allah and to 
not associate anything with Him, and that you establish salah.” Thereby, he 
described submission to Allah with tawhid and abandoning shirk as the head of the 
matter; and establishing the apparent rites of Islam is evidence for compliance. 


As for shirk, it is likening the creation to the Creator by diverting any type of 
worship to them that belongs solely to Him. He (ta‘ala) makes mention of the 
confessions of the mushrikin, “By Allah, we were truly in manifest error, when we 
equated you (the tawaghit) with the Lord of creation.” And He (ta‘ala) said, “So do 


not set up rivals to Allah while you know.” And in the hadith: “That you set up a 
rival unto Allah, although He created you.” What further clarifies shirk linguistically 
is that shirk is derived from the partnership between two or more in something. He 
(ta‘ala) said, “Allah puts forth a similitude: a man belonging to many partners 
disputing with one another, and a man belonging entirely to one master. Are those 
two equal in comparison? All the praise and thanks belong to Allah. But most of 
them know not.” So He made the first have a partnership and share in it, while the 
other was purely for one without any share. 


Third, major shirk is not forgiven except by repenting from it before death, and 
Allah forgives what He wills from what is less than it. He (ta‘ala) said, “Verily, Allah 
forgives not that partners should be set up with Him, but He forgives what is less 
than that to whom He wills.” And in the hadith: “Allah will not accept any deed 
from a mushrik who committed shirk after his islam” (related by “Abdur-Razzaq 
from the narration of Hakim ibn Mu‘awiyah from his father from his grandfather). 


Fourth, whoever dies upon major shirk Jannah becomes forbidden for him, and he is 
deserving to abide in the Fire because of His (ta‘ala) statement, “Verily, whosoever 
sets up partners (in worship) with Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, 
and the Fire will be his abode. And for the wrong doers there are no helpers.” And as 
per the statement of the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), “Whoever dies while 
he sets up a partner to Allah will enter the Fire.” And in another hadith: “Whoever 
meets Allah without ascribing anything with Him will enter Jannah, and whoever 
meets Him ascribing anything to Him will enter the Fire” (Muslim narrated both of 
them). The entrance of the mushrik in the Fire is upon its generality, so he enters it 
and will remain in it. There is no difference in that between the Jews or the 
worshipers of statues, fire, or the cross, nor between those who opposed the millah of 
Islam or ascribed to it, nor between the one who obstinately rejects the truth or was 
ignorant of it from mankind and jinn. 


